A the Whistie-Stop Family Enter-
tainment Center, the lively and sprawling
game arcade in York's Penn
tion, you sometimes have to line up to
play the more popular games — PAC-

several of each of
machines, the wat s seldom a long one.
In recent , customers at the
Whistle Stop have been lining up|o play
ancther game its DIG DUG. mnmm-
ufactures and di

Theys fond of uymg, 'Poupl- ag DIa

Dig Dug also happens to be the name
of the game’s hero. He's a determined

ground maze.
As Dig Dug tunnels, two enemies pur-
sue him. There's Fygar, a fierce, fire-

belching dragon, and Pooka, a creature
that looks like a red beachball wearing
sun goggles. If either Fygar or Pooka

makes contact with Dig Dug, he’s done

nlg Dug st qut s empy-headed
rst glance. In fact,
e o ol up his sleeve. He is
able to tunnel beneath an underground
to come crashing

down on an enemy.
He's also equipped wlm an air pump
anda long hose wrich e uss s ahr

ki P the bad iy, Ho car

o guy who 's cap and a
ed expression as he tunnels through
pik layers of muli

y explode.
‘The game's control system is simple.
There' Tou

s0 doing, Dig Dug creates an under-

that sends Dig Dug north, south, east or



west. There's also a pump button. You
fress 1t 1o stun a monster, and hoid it
‘down to explode
DIG DUG lsonemnnmae:m
recognize that the world is made up of
left-handers as well as right-handers.
There are actually two pump butions,
one on each side of thejoystik. Aleft
can work the Teft hand,
ang the pump button win e right.
When youse stoosseli n iesting &
board of all the monsters, another
pops up, and you bogin again. Wi aon

ttakes time to get used to that. Iwishthe

joystick was quicker.”

It's not difficult to do well at DIG DUG
right from the beginning. This is another
reason for the game’s wide appeal. “You
don't have to worry about a lot of differ-
ent kinds of boards, like in TEMPEST,”
said one player, “You dorit hav o be
able to manipulate a Trak Ball, fike in
GENTIPEDE It ot Ko QIX, which -
e pouring seAral coars o of
quarters into the machine before
begin to score well. The fist time i

der and harder, with Dig Dug and the
monsters moving at faster and faster
speeds. Y rafomsmmmdm.lom
faster, and thero's a groater chance
you'll make a g-ma-endlng mistake.
What seems to first attract players to
Dia oua s ts rosemblance 10 PAC-
. Thre aro no enemy allns, no
Wokiar Tocota: Troro e o warp but-
tons or hyperspace buttons. It has noth-
ingto dowih warorousrspace. ig g
simply tries to outwit the monsters
fore they do him in. It's the PACMAN

floating through the soillayers inrandom
{ashion: PAGMAN monsiers move
much the same w
"The joystck corirol s the same. The
scoring system, with polns awarded for
devouring mnaters,a the
Some er

AN l like PAC-MAN," says
one, “but it's more ImMng Besides
the u have

That pufts you up.

“This may suggosl one of the game's
drawbacks. If you'e a top level player,
someone who feels at home behind the
controls of STARGATE or ROBOTRON,
‘y;wemny doze a bit when playing DIG

ovis players ususly gst through
Ll
Swoon 5,000 and 10,000 amm.ym
score between 25,000 and 50,000, and
experts over 150,

None of these standards really mat-
orstoons {6-yearoldwha'saDIG DUG
fon, averoioh MS: PACMAN i bor
favorit I like DIG DUG," she
says, “bacaueo its e only game'in
Which  can get my Il oo the Hgh-

*WWhen DIG DUG comes to you neigh-
borhood, asit's sure to do, be certain you
waich someone else play i belre you

asts profer DIG DUGHo Ty, Walchour o
P bt brellind
monsters move. Notice what achieve-

Forex-

That helps fo ke DIG BUG morachal

e
er players complain_about the
Joystck used in DIG DUG. s nct e
the joystick in PAC-MAN,” says one cri

1, “which moves Pac-Man Instantly in
whichever direction you want him to go.”

S Dig Dug begins to move.

lmp!e, e ceper e avel youe 8
zap a monster, the more
poins you' gor.

Here's a tip that may save you a quar-
terortwo. Dig Dug can't move when he's
looking to blow up and pop an enerny. So
never attempt to pump up one monster
‘when there's another nearby. You'll be a
goner. When a monster gets cose, re-
lease the pump button and fiee.
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